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POINTERS 


The General Convention of the Episcopal Church in the United 
States of America has accepted neither the Majority nor the 
Minority Report of the Commission on Approaches to Unity, 
which we printed last month. Instead a compromise resolution 
was passed re-affirming the Convention's desire of unity and the 
Lambeth Quadrilateral as its basis. While we should have wel- 
comed the downright rejection of the proposed Basis of Union, 
as was recommended by the Minority Report, we are thankful 
that it has been dropped even by the less drastic metliod. The 
scheme was one which could be acceptable to none who care for 
the integrity of the Church, since it would have brought about, 
in the words of The Liv ing Chure h, not a unity stretching across 
Catholic-Protestant lines’, but “a unification marked by the 
surrender of the Catholic heritage of this Church, and by the 
acknowledged supremacy of the Protestant tradition’. We may 
return to this subject later, when letters from America have 
brought more detailed information of the course of events. 

* * * * 


' The Canadian Unity Proposals, when compared with the 

American proposals which have just been rejected, show a much 
more realistic approach to the problems which are involved.” A 
brief comparison of the two sets of proposals, sent us by one who 
speaks with intimate knowledge, is printed, on page 51. A study 
of the Canadian poe by the same writer will be printed next 
month. 


. 
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_ The South India Scheme of Union has now been accepted by the 
South India United Church by 103 votes to 10. This body, 
composed of Congregationalists and Presbyterians, is the last of 
the three bodies concerned in the proposed union to give its vote. 
But it appears from the press reports that the acceptance is 
hedged about with certain conditions with regard to the Pledge, 
which may yet prove unacceptable to the Anglican bishops who 
voted in favour of the Scheme. Comment must be reserved until 
fuller reports are received from India. 


* * * 


Reunion in its Wider Aspect is the subject of the last of our 
quotations, on page 55, from the Bishop of Ny asaland’s statement 
in his Diocesan Chronicle of last January on the problems raised 
for-every part of the Anglican Communion by the South India 
Scheme. We print them without comment other than to stress 
his appeal that we * continue to keep the whole perilous situation 
prominent in our prayers "’. But neither anxiety on the one hand, 
nor longing. for unity on the other must make us impatient in 
prayer or action. As Fr. Benson wrote: ‘‘ The more intensely we 
desire God, the more content we must be to wait God's time, 
being fully convinced of His goodness. . . . Jesus knew that the 
hour was come, for He knew what the Father had given Him to 
do, and that He had-done it to the full) We know not when the 
hour is come. Indeed, we may know that the hour is not yet 
come, if we ourselves are still fretful and impatient with dis- 
appointed hope, instead of losing ourselves in God with faithful 


Jove.” 


* * 


The Fourth Annual Conference of the diocesan Representatives 
with the members of the Council was held at Oxford on September 
18th and 19th. The conference showed no falling off in the 
interest and importance of the subjects discussed nor in the 
number of those taking part, forty-three priests from thirty-two 
dioceses being present. A short report of the proceedings will be 
found on page 52. A specially welcome visitor was Fr: Burnett 
from South India, from which he had only returned some three 
weeks before. His paper was’ listened to with great atterition 
and it is to be hoped many opportunities will be given to him to 
repeat his vivid account of the situation, such-as “Ty an eye- 
witness can give. 


The Council is convinced of the great value of these annual 
gatherings, at which what may be called ‘‘ headquarters ”’ are able 
to meet their colleagues throughout the country. We hope an 
even larger number will assemble next year. 
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THE AMERICAN AND 
UNITY PROPOSALS 


¢ The American Proposals are contained in the Majority Report 
of the Commission on Union with the Presbyterian Church 
(Northern) in the U.S.A., signed by ten of the eighteen members. 
The Canadian Proposals appear in the Convening Circular of 
General Synod. 


1. The American-Majority Report proposes corporate union 
first and adjusting differences afterwards. 

The Canadian Committees, both of the Church of England and 
the United Church, rejected that plan in favour of adjusting 
rang first before even proposing corporate union. 

‘The American Majority Report seems to.imply that the 
E sheet and Presbyterian Ministries are identical. 

The Canadian Proposals are based on the belief that the 
Ministries are different in function, ethos, and history, sap never 
_ identical at any given point. 


3. The American Majority Report proposes a Genel Service 
of recommissioning which is not ordaining. 

The Canadian Proposal suggests confirmation, and ordination 
to the diaconate, and priesthood, for the United Church Ministers 
and receipt into full membership, licensing, and ordination to the — 
United Church Ministry for Anglican clergy. -— 

4. The American Majority Report proposes that all be recom- 
missioned., 

The Canadian’ Report proposes ordination to the other ministry 
for those only who desire it. 

5. The American Majority Report proposes tackling all the 
problems at once. 

The Canadian Report proposes only one first step. 

The American Majority Report represents the view of only 
part of the Commission. The Canadian Report was accepted 
nem. con. by the representatives of the Church of England and 
the United Church (sixty on-each side). 

The Canadian Report hinges on these three important state- 
ments :— 

(a) ‘‘ Any large proposals for uniting the two Communions in 
polity would be in advance of the opinion of our people.” 

(6) “‘ Each Communion should contribute the whole of its 
ministry each to the other.’¢ 

(c) “ The essential proposition on which all the rest of the 
Report depends, is that the two types of ministry are different. 
If this is conceded then the grace of each may be conveyed to the 
other without reservation.’ 
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OUR ANNUAL CONFERENCE 


The Council’s Annual Conference of Representatives was held 
on September 18th and 19th,-when forty-three priests drawn from 
thirty-one dioceses in England and one in Scotland met in Oxford 
under the chairmanship of the Rev. Fr. O’Brien, $.S.J.E., Chair- 
man of the Council. 

Official business occupied the first part of the opening session. 
In the course of his report the Secretary said that it was with real 
regret that he had to say that Fr. Painter, who was to have started 
work as Travelling Secretary at the end of September, was unable 
to do so owing to a break-down in health... But the Council was 
again trying to find a suitable priest to undertake this important 
work. He thought the outstanding event of the year was the 
beginning of the Council’s monthly journal, Faith and Unity. 
Its circulation was rising steadily, if slowly, and copies were now 
being sent not only to addresses in the British Isles, but also to 
Australia, Canada, Ceylon, India, New Zealand, South Africa, 
Southern Rhodesia and the West Indies, and to the United States 
of America, Switzerland and Austria. But even so, a very much 
larger circulation was needed and he appealed to them all to do 
everything they could to extend it. 


Reconciling the Traditions 


Fr. Hebert, S.S.M., began the discussion on a paper, which 
he had written for the Conference and which had been previously 
circulated to its members, on ‘‘ The Possibility of Reconciling 
the Catholic and Protestant Traditions in One System ’’. He said 
that the central idea of his paper was the conception of wholeness, 
uniting and combining many different-aspects of truth. “This 
wholeness already existed in Christ, and there was a catholicity 
in which the bits and fragments of Christendom were to be-¢ 
gathered into unity. But it was not to be gained by reaching an 
agreed minimum of Christian belief and practice which all could 
accept. It was only on the basis of the orthodox biblical doctrine 
that God had already set up His kingdom that we could rightly 
begin to talk about reunion : it could not be done on any human 
idea of gathering together the forces of religion to serve the ends 
of human well-being. 

To attain this wholeness it was essential that all, Catholics, - 
Protestants and Liberals, should re-examine their theological : 
basis, so that all partial traditions, purged of their heresies, might 
be united in the wholeness of the Apostolic Tradition which we 
were called to proclaim, that in it all Christians might be one. 

Many took part in the discussion which followed and was con- 
tinued at the second session. There appeared to be general agree- 
ment that the time for practical schemes of reunion was not yet, 
and that the only hopeful and possibly fruitful line of approach 
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to the subject at present was the theological one put ioewerd 
by Fr. Hebert. There must be agreement on the fundamentals 

_ of the faith—and that at present there very obviously was not 
—before practical steps of any real value could be taken. 


The Situation in South India 


At the third session, on September roth, the Rev. B. Pp. Burnett, 
lately returned from the diocese of Dornakal, where he has been 
staunchly upholding Catholic principle amidst the mass of woolly, 
pro-unionist thinking in South India, read a very able paper on 
‘ The Situation in South India’. It was a convincing criticism ~ 
of the Scheme of Union by one thoroughly conversant with the 
local conditions which, amongst other things, are said to justify 
pressing on with the scheme in spite of all opposition, and dealt 
faithfully with its theological ambiguities, which alone make it 

7 acceptable to many of its supporters, and with its alleged practical 
necessity. 

' _ There was unanimous approval of the paper anda general desire, 
which the Ceuncil hopes to fulfil, that it should be published. — 


| The Situation at Home 


Fr. Blair, C.R., then read a paper on “ The Situation at Home ”’ 
There was, he said, profound dissatisfaction among Christians of _ 
all denominations with the spiritual condition of the country. 
This led to the desire for a united Christian front. But this could 
only be brought about by watering down the faith, and experience Z 
had shown that only those who had a firm hold of dogma had | 
been able to resist totalitarianism. Hence there rested on 
Catholics in the Church of England the responsibility of leading 
the English Church and people out of the dangers and confusions 
of such a policy of compromise back to the firm ground of the 5 
Church’s faith : and if we did not do it, no one else could. We 
must bring the Catholic faith to the notice of the masses of people 
who were literally perishing in theirignorance. This was work which 
must be undertaken by the laity under responsible supervision. 
Speaking of Church and State, he thought the Establishment in 
its present form must be either ended or mended. ‘The Church 
was not free to do her work properly. He did not suggest that 
we should agitate for disestablishment, but that we should be 
prepared with a practical policy for the struggle with the omni- 
competent state, which, as long ago as 1933, Bishop Henson had 
foreseen must inevitably come. 
He then spoke of the oecumenical movement—a misnomer in 
view of its failure to include the largest Christian body in the. 
world. Whether we liked it or not this movement had come to 
stay and he thought Catholics should be in it : their comparative ~ 
absence had been a loss to it and had resulted in its having a wrong 
view of Anglican Christianity. “We ought not to let our case go by 
default. 
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The situation at home did not present a rosy picture and the 
tasks ahead might appear daunting. But the opportunity was 
enormous, and if we could rise to it and bring the weight of the 
positive Catholic message to bear, We need feel only singularly 
privileged to be called to exercise our ministry at such a time. 

In the discussion which- followed several speakers urged that 
Catholics should persevere in attendance at “ fraternals "' in spite 
of their dullness. Others said that we should be able to enlist 
far more support from sound Evangelicals of whom there were 
many who would be shocked when they realized what present 
reunion proposals involved. Various suggestions. were put 
forward for consideration by the Council with a view to future 


action. | By A. G. BLOOD. 
WISE WORDS 


Our first quotation is from F.. J. Hall’s Christian Reunion in 
Ecumenical Light; page 139; the second fronr Bishop Gore's Open 
Letter, Zhe Basts of Anglican Fellowship, page 34. 


* * * | 


“The obstinate fact remains, alas! that reunion pushed 
through under emotional stress, and leaving unremedied diver- 
gences of mind which are certain to engender friction in daily 
religious life, will not cure the evils of division, but will end 
sooner or later in renewed schism and increased exasperation. 
Things believed to be essential to the Christian system, and 
which determine the visible methods of religious life, cannot be 
combined in an organic fellowship with arrangements that give 
authorized sanction to conflicting beliefs and practices. More- 
over, a union in India which violates the convictions of home 
Churches in matters deemed vital by them must under any 
circumstances’ be regarded as an unjustifiable snatching at a 
doubtfully working local advantage, at the cost of pee back 
the general cause of Christian unity.’ 

* * * * 


“At the Church Congress at Cambridge in 1910 I felt’ bound 
to say: | 
"that the Anglican communion would certainly be rent -in 

twain on the day on which any non-episcopally ordained 
minister was formally allowed within our communion to 
celebrate the’ eucharist, and any Colonial Church of our 
communion which recognized in this way the validity of 

--non-episcopal orders, would either be disowned by other 

parts of the Anglican communion or, if that were not the 

case, would cause what I have just described as a division 
‘within our communion at home.’ 

“And those who most resent that so it should be have not been 


able to deny that soit is.” 
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REUNION ITS WIDER ASPECT 


From the Nyasaland Diocesan Chronicle, January, 1946 


There is among Christians a growing realization of the shame 
and wrong that our divisions cause to the Body of Christ, and 
movements towards reunion are being inaugurated far and wide. 
This is, in itself, a matter for profound thankfulness and it is the 


‘duty of every Christian and every Christian body to do all in their 


wer to realize Our Lord's prayer that they may all be one. But 
in that prayer the word all is of crucial importance. The * Unity 
that is according to His Will ’’ for which every priest prays daily 
immediately before making his: communion is a unity that em- 
braces all Christians, whether Roman, Orthodox, Anglican or 
Protestant. Nothing less than that will make whole and vigorous 
and one the Body of Christ on earth. In the present state of 
Christendom with its innumerable divisions and subdivisions 
partial reunions among the severed members are clearly a neces- 
sary preliminary to any total reunion, but they must point 
towards and not away from it. For that total reunion two things 
are necessary, to win back the Protestant bodies to the main 
stream of Catholic C hristianity to which they once belonged, and 
to reunite the three channels into which that main stream has 
unhappily parted. That Catholic Christianity is the main stream 
both history and facts proclaim: for fifteen hundred years 
Catholic Christianity was the only form of Christianity in the 
world, and to-day its adherents number some 490,000,000 against 
200,000,000 Protestants. Any partial reunion, therefore, that 


has as its object the formation of a solid pan-Protestant bloc over 


against Catholicism puts an additional obstacle in the way of the 
complete reunion which is the goal of the total movement. Any 
partial reunion, on the other hand, which aims at extending the 
area of agreement between the two without burking the diver- 
gencies that exist is working on the right lines and deserves 
support. Hence the need to examine very carefully any proposed 
schemes of reunion in order to ascertain whether their ultimate 
aim is inclusive or exclusive, and it is here that the Anglican 


Communion has a special responsibility in view of its central 


position. For the Anglican Communion stands firmly based on the 
foundation of the Catholic Creeds, Sacraments and Ministry while 
the existence within its fellowship of an Evangelical wing should 
enable it both to give a sympathetic understanding to the charac- 
teristic beliefs and practices of Protestants and at the same time] | 
to help them to overcome the conscientious difficulties and pre-' 
judices which at present keep them in isolation. 


But to do this effectively it must itself retain a firm hold of its 
own characteristic beliefs and principles, and this is what the four 
dioceses of the Church of India, Burma and Ceylon who are 
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. proposing to join the United Church of South India have failed 
to do. I tried to explain in my letter in the last Chronicle the 
‘three defects in the scheme-which make it impossible for this 
diocese or for the-Anglican Communion as a whole to ac cet oI 
co-operate with it, and I will not repeat them here. But the 
attitude of the remaining dioceses of the Church of India, Burma 
and Ceylon still remains doubtful. The Episcopal Synod did 
indeed meet after the pronouncement of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury on the implications of their action in ee the 
Scheme, but instead of endorsing openly his interpretation of it 
they passed a se ries of resolutions. published I) the Church Times 
of June 19th, which are ambiguous almost to the point of being 
self-contradictéry, and I-am still unable, after a most careful 
study of them, to discover what doctrine of the Ministry that 
Church really holds. . There are, however, grounds for hoping that 
a further elucidation of them-may be forthcoming, and im, the 
meantime we must continue to keep the whole perilous situation 
prominent in our prayers. 

Last, it is often said that the unbending attitude of Rome will 
always prove-a fatal obstacle to the total reunion for which we 


long, since the only terms that she can offer are submission to 


the Holy See. This has indeed been true’ in the past, but it does 
not necessarily follow that it will always be the case in the future. 
It may even be that the first.sign, small indeed, like a man’s hand, 
of a change in the intransigence.of Rome may be discerned in the 
recently announced decision of the Pope to increase substantially 
the number of non-Italian cardinals in the Curia. Ifthe increase 
is sufficient to put an end to the Italian domination of the Curia 


and make possible the election of a non-Italian Pope—he would. 


be the first such for over three hundregl vears— far-reaching 
changes in papal policy and outlook might result. God grant it 
may be so. 
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